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York City:
a place with diverse and rich resources for 
innovative thinking, ground-breaking ideas 
and the production of astonishing art, mu-
sic and writing.  



 Amanda Vega, Artist 

Originally from York, PA, 
Amanda Vega started out 
at York College but trans-
ferred to HACC, York. 
Amanda has actually had 
the opportunity to paint 
a mural at HACC, York. 
She then realized that art 
was something that she 
wanted to pursue and she 
transferred to The Art 
Institute and is currently 
there. Her hobbies include: 
traveling, dancing, hiking 
and boxing.

 For Amanda, her recent inspirations have come from the 
human body because of how it can be seen as beautiful. The 
feeling of love and support-though “corny”, she claims-is an-
other thing that has helped inspire her work. “Feel good; look 
good, you start to create good.” A day in the life of Amanda 
can be defined as simple, and certainly something many other 
college students can relate to. She has her coffee in the morn-
ing while listening to music, goes to school, followed by work. 
Amidst all of that, her mind is wheeling about ideas for “life 
decisions or new perks”. 
 When asking Amanda what the purpose of her work 
was, she said that it was “finding and fine-tuning” her style. 
She wants to find a good balance, especially since she is in-
terested in a lot of styles, and that makes her want to create a 
lot of different stylized works. Amanda finds that the biggest 
challenge for her and her work is trying to fully express what 
she’s trying to achieve in a piece. She wants people to look at 
her work and “see exactly what they see. No deep meaning, 
it’s only going to be deep if you make it deep.” She also has 
challenges with her vision for a piece of art changing half way 
through, making her want to start all over, or be stuck think-
ing about it for a couple of days. She wants to someday inspire 
people with her work, to “open their minds up a little and feel 
free”. 
 In the future, Amanda wants to create bigger and livelier 
pieces such as home décor, the interior walls of businesses, and 
even murals on buildings. She envisions her work going out 
to somewhere like Miami. Amanda started doing art pieces 
in high school, but tapered off a bit until the past couple years 
brought her back into it. When asked, she could not pick a 
specific artist or artists that she liked the most because she 
claimed there were too many good ones that she liked.  

Courtesy of Amanda Vega 
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 Amanda feels as though her biggest accom-
plishment was when she was chosen in a school art 
contest to create a wall mural for Harrisburg Area 
Community College last year. The mural itself is 7’ 
by 36’ that leads into the student lounge and has 
an urbanized, graffiti vibe to it (seen below). When 
asked what advice she would give to any aspiring or 
fellow artists, Amanda said that she would give the 
same advice she gives to herself, and that is: “Don’t 
think, just do. Do what you feel, create what you 
want. You may not like it; you may hate it at times. 
Having a block on ideas sucks, but to keep going 
and strive for that great vision you had from the 
start will be worth it. Work hard and don’t ever be 
lazy about it.” 

Below is the mural painted by Amanda Vega and above is one of 
Vega’s sketches 
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Anna Meleney is originally from 
Rockville, Maryland. She is a current 
intern at Downtown Inc. and she also 
works at See Your Pixs Photography. 
She enjoys photography, doing outdoor 
activities including: hiking, biking, 
boating, and fishing. Anna also enjoys 
playing softball.

Anna Meleney, Graphic Designer

For Anna Meleney, there is a 
couple different things that 
inspire her work, one of which 
is her other classmates. They 
talk amongst each other, dis-
cussing their work and inspiring 
one another. Her everyday life 
also inspires her work because 

she observes what goes on around her and what other 
people are interested in. Speaking of her everyday life, 
Anna is a full time student, works two jobs, and also 
attends a graphic design internship. She is currently 
working on her senior project, and that takes up a lot 
of her focus. For her, “every day is full of opportunities 
to learn and be creative”.

Courtesy of Anna Meleney
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 When asking Anna what challenges she faced when 
creating her work, she answered with “the unpredictability 
of technology”. She claimed that there are a lot of things 
to think about when designing a project, such as “how 
to print things, what printers to use, what colors to use.” 
When things do not work the way she expects them to, it 
can be frustrating. Anna feels as though there are different 
purposes for every project she works on. “The purpose of 
a job could be to inspire, to promote, to inform, or just be 
a kick ass piece that looks awesome.” 
 Anna would like to inspire those who are thinking 
about going into the Graphic Design profession, and im-
pact her viewers artistically. When she views other artists’ 
works, she is inspired to create something herself, and she 
wants that same effect from her viewers. When asked what 
her future expectations were for her work, Anna said that 
she expects her work to be useful and “make a difference 
in someone’s dream company”. 
 Anna started graphic designing in her junior year 
of high school when choosing an elective. Taking it had 
opened her eyes to “a whole new medium”. She claims 
that she never was, and never will be a drawer, but when 
she is on a computer, she can “go crazy”. After taking the 
elective, she took the next step by attending a technology 
school her senior year for Print and Graphic Design. She 
attended high school the first half of her day, and then 
commuted to the tech school for the rest of the day. “After 
about 10 minutes into my first day there I knew I found 
what I wanted to do.” We asked Anna who her favorite 
artists were, and she responded with the name Jessica 
Hische and how she was her “absolute favorite”, and how 
she is very inspirational to her. “Every piece of her work is 
amazing”, she commented. One of her favorite pieces from 
Hische is a poster that says: “The work you do while you 
procrastinate is probably the work you should be doing for 
the rest of your life”. 
 Anna has been to a few photography contests in Graphic Design calendar project. Courtesy of Anna Meleney 

the past couple years, and even received first place in a re-
gional competition, moving on from that to a state level com-
petition to come in third place. In college, one of her pieces 
was chosen for a juried show in a gallery. We concluded the 
interview asking Anna what advice she would give to aspir-
ing artists like her: “I would tell them to just keep creating 
new things. Don’t stop creating. Some projects that you think 
are pointless, might help you in the future, or inspire you for 
something bigger. Don’t give up.”
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MC Hyser, Musician

Ask anyone in York’s hardcore/punk scene, chances are they know M.C. 
Hyser.  They’ve probably played a show at his Skid Row Garage, nestled 
not so quietly in a back alley just off Market Street in downtown York.  
Hyser is the vocalist for Olde Tigers, a band that he hopes takes punk 
back to its roots.  Olde Tigers has a reputation in York for their inten-
sity during live shows.  Olde Tigers tours major cities along the east 
coast, and the band has recently released an album and a split 7” vinyl 
collaboration with Lancaster band Shitty Friends and New England 
bands Crystal Methodist and Stoploss. However, Olde Tigers isn’t the 
only thing Hyser brings to the local music scene.

Copy and paste this link of Olde Tigers vid-
eos from YouTube: https://youtu.be/YX4uGI-
ufvDk

 MC Hyser stays inspired because of the appreciation 
he receives for his efforts in helping other bands get no-
ticed and get their work out there. Being in a band to him 
is a fun experience and a stress reliever. It’s also a “good 
excuse to hang out with his friends a couple times a week” 
he says. MC Hyser is actually quite a busy guy as he works 
in management, and squeezes in band practice when he 
can. On show days, he is busy with managing the equip-
ment (loading and unloading it, as well as set up/tear 
down), driving to and from venues, and performing at 
said venues-“often for very few people”. Having shows at 
Skid Row can be hectic because he’s rushing around to 
get everything set up, especially after a long workday, and 
then cleaning up 
 The biggest challenge for him as a musician is staying 
“motivated when things seem to be going against you”. 
Things can become “emotionally draining” with time, 
such as bad turnouts during shows, not having enough 
money for gas or other expenses, etc. “You have to have 
a thick skin and be able to laugh at the shitty situations” 
Hyser says. Booking spots for shows can also be chal-
lenging for him, considering how many people request a 
spot. When asked what purpose he had for his music and 
what he does, Hyser responded that he wanted to have a 
band with “an old-school punk/hardcore feel”, or a “back 
to your roots” kind of band. He believes they have stayed 
pretty true to that. He started Skid Row Garage out of 
“necessity”, claiming that there was a serious lack of space 
for bands to play. “I book these shows for mostly smaller 
bands doing tours where they are probably losing money 
every day.  I give them a place to play, often on off nights, 
and I make sure they get some money to get to their next 
stop.  I don’t do this to make money.  I do it to help these 
bands keep their dream alive for another night.” 
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 When people listen to Olde Tigers, Hyser would 
like them to feel something, like the energy of their music. 
When he books shows, he hopes to impact young people 
and help new bands get their music heard. As for the future 
of Olde Tigers, Hyser wants to just continue doing what 
they are doing now: writing and recording new music, play 
shows in newer places, and even return to the places they 
haven’t been to in a while. He also hopes to see an increase 
in people booking shows in different locations in the area. 
He believes that the area needs something more “perma-
nent”. 
 MC Hyser has been involved in music, playing and 
writing the band’s songs, for almost 18 years. When asked 
who is favorite musicians were, he said there were too many 
to list, but he did give us some “cool local bands”: High 
Water, Boots, Police State, Primitives, Mid Rats, Reser-
voir, Chalmers, Slow Rot, Tower of Swine. His band hasn’t 
won any awards per say, but they have made a few accom-
plishments. They have toured major cities along the east 
coast, recently released their own CD, and have a split 7” 
vinyl collaboration with three other bands. They have also 
booked some bigger bands, such as Tera Melos and Virus, 
in the garage. 
 Like the other artists, we asked Hyser what advice he 
could give other musicians: “Anyone trying to make it in 
music has to know this:  You will lose money, you will be 
disappointed and broken, you will hate it, you will want to 
give up, but it is all worth it if you are doing it for the right 
reasons.”

A photo of Olde Tigers 
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Amity Bitzel,  Writer 

Amity Bitzel went to 
college here at York 
College of Pennsyl-
vania, majoring in 
Literary Studies, and 
minoring in Creative 
Writing. She then con-
tinued on to graduate 
school at the Univer-
sity of Baltimore with 
a MSA in Creative 
Writing and Publish-
ing Arts. She current-
ly teaches Creative 
Writing and Creative 
Nonfiction part-time 
at YCP. She has also published a few 
works in various formats.

 Professor Bitzel says that the inspiration for her work 
comes to her usually at completely random, while at other 
times she doesn’t feel inspiration at all. However, there are 
various aspects that can bring that inspiration to her such as 
things, or images depicted in films, or even interactions with 
strangers. Anything really can spark an idea and inspire her. 
Her daily life is filled with her teachings of composition, cre-
ative writing, and creative nonfiction. She is always thinking 
about what is going on within her classes, and also looking at 
any outside writing she finds. She says there is a lot of coffee 
involved, and we don’t blame her.
 When asked what challenges she may face as a writer, 
she says that it is probably procrastination, especially when it 
comes to doing the actual work. She believes that when a writ-
er has certain ideas in their head, ones that they find “perfect 
or wonderful”, there is a fear that once those ideas are written 
down or typed out, they will not live up to the writer’s expec-
tations, and therefore they don’t want to “commit” to those 

ideas, and that is what causes the procrastination a lot of 
times. Getting her work out to the public eye has never been 
a real issue for her, especially when it comes to publishing 
fiction. However, when she publishes creative nonfiction, 
such as “memoir stuff ”, things can get “pretty intense or 
weird” she says. People from all over the world, complete 
strangers even, will reach out to her in some way or another 
and become personal by telling her their own stories. She 
mentions the term “boundary blurring”. 
 Bitzel really would like her work to “strike that cord” 
within people. She wants her work to provoke some kind 
of response in the people who read it, whether it just caus-
es them to think about it, lead them somewhere else, or 
have them disagree. “Just that it is interesting enough, and 
has enough complexity that they can engage with it rath-
er than saying ‘Oh that’s nice.’.” With her nonfiction writ-
ings, she hopes to shows people that they aren’t necessarily 
alone when it comes to whatever they are dealing with, or 
have gone through. “People take comfort in that, and it is a 
healthy way for them to deconstruct past issues…” She even 
says that her nonfiction can resonate with people and create 
a sense of fellowship. 
 She never really had an “Ah ha!” moment where she 
decided that she wanted to start writing. “I’ve always been a 
big word nerd,” she commented. Ever since she was a young 
girl she sucked in the information provided for her within 
the pages of a book, or some other form of written work, 
usually read passed her age level. Bitzel enjoys many genres 
and artists, including women writers, realism, literary hor-
ror, Faulkner, Carrie Russel, and Katherine Dunn. “I enjoy 
anyone who is an ornate type of writer, and stories with a lot 
of description and darker topic matter”.  
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Below is an excerpt from Bitzel’s fiction piece A Wild Pack Of Fam-
ily Dogs - can be seen on hobartpulp.com

 A lot of the awards or achievements that Bitzel 
has accomplished are “scholarly based” like the English 
Departmental Scholar Award and Alpha Ki. She is not 
a fan of entering literary contests because she tends to 
find them “problematic and weird”. You can find a lot of 
her works published in various locations such as: 

weheartthis.com
hobartpulp.com 

thisamericanlife.org
 
 The advice that Bitzel gives to aspiring writers is 
this: “You need really, really thick skin and cannot be 
super sensitive. Have something to fall back on; be real-
istic and reasonable. You can do your artistic pursuits on 
the side, along with your normal job. Be assertive and 
pragmatic about it.”

“ I don’t say much of anything at all, what is there to say but 
to wish him fair travels; although I do pick up his squeak 
toy then, the squirrel one that he ravaged all the stuffing out 
of. I can’t help but smell it and you know the funny thing is 
it smells like his breath and somehow it’s still milky puppy 
breath, so clean, like if a million washer women in the sky 
were beating sweaters and skirts against clouds, scrubbing 
them good and fierce—that’s how clean that squirrel smells 
and it makes my stomach and my heart hurt. I remember 
that my heart is like the shell of a nautilus, how the cham-
bers are divided there in small echoing partitions; something 
has gotten inside of my heart and it is a trailing and plaintive 
thing.”
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