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Andrew Schrom had always had an interest in music, but didn’t start writing complete songs
until he was around the age of 16 when he was finally comfortable with his ability to play
acoustic guitar. The artists he listened to at the time, and even still today, made a large impact
on his interest to write. Andrew wanted to be able to create something as beautiful as they
could.
“Over time, after placing chords and notes together to produce a sound which sounded alright to
me, I realized that writing is more than the manipulation of your hands and the pitch of your
voice. The artists that influenced me along the way had produced melodies derived from their
emotions from their life events and exploited them into poetic melodies that even someone who
lived a completely different life could relate to.” That’s something that he said he wanted to be
able to do.
Andrew chose to write music because that’s what came most naturally to him. He claims to be
horrible at creating visual art, so he knew that was out. “If I drew a cat, all you would see is an
alien with a tail,” he said. Dancing, acting, and writing stories were never his thing either, but he
said he admires people who are able to do those things.
A majority of the music he writes never reaches much of an audience since he is concentrating
on his studies. He is currently attending L’Institut de Gestion Sociale in Paris, France as an
international business major. Because of his focus on studies rather than furthering his music,
he doesn’t think his music has had that much of an influence on people. “Even so, I would only
hope that it would influence others to write for themselves as well, and even perform their
music for others while positively affecting their audience.”
“The purpose of music writing for me is to turn emotion into something that I can hear,
conceptualize, and ultimately make a situation observable from a 3rd person perspective so I
can eventually understand it better myself,” Andrew stated. He defines art as a form of
expression from an individual that can be observed through any of the senses relative to the
type of work, and where emotion can be derived through this observation.
His main advice to anyone who is writing music or contributing art in any way is to not conform
their artistic style. He thinks it’s more important to be yourself than changing just to obtain an
audience. “The moment you stop creating art through yourself and through pressures of the
industry, the expression fades and work is no longer really coming from you. Improve in your
own style and go for it, it’ll be worth a lot more in the end.”

2

Pro o f C o py: No t o ptimiz e d f o r high quality printing o r digital distributio n

3

Pro o f C o py: No t o ptimiz e d f o r high quality printing o r digital distributio n

4

Pro o f C o py: No t o ptimiz e d f o r high quality printing o r digital distributio n

“Art is the beautiful result of unleashing your passion for everyone to see, no matter what it may be.”
Rebecca Schrom started figure skating at the age of five after watching Kristi Yamaguchi at the Olympics.
She knew right then and there that she needed to skate. Once she started skating she started looking into
other artistic outlets, which in turn led her on to acting. Her main reason for wanting to continue to pursue
these forms of art? She wants to make people happy with what she does.
Acting and figure skating are Rebecca’s two favorite forms of art to create. She loves the feeling of being
on ice, and she’s in love with putting her heart and soul into every performance she gives. On the other
hand, Rebecca loves being able to play different characters with different personalities, allowing her to be
anyone she wants to be.
Rebecca gets most of her inspiration from the music she listens to. “Sometimes I will hear a song and I
will immediately see choreography that I could put onto the ice, or sometimes onto the stage and all I want
to do is get out there and let the inspiration flow,” she said.
The first singer that pops into her head is Josh Groban. Rebecca remembers hearing You’re Still You on
the radio when she was only eleven. “I had no clue who he was but I knew that I had to find out, and that
he was something special. Since then, I have skated to over 10 of his songs which is what gave me my
personal style on the ice. He also helped me figure out what style of music I was passionate about.” She
claims she was made fun of for constantly skating to his music, rarely picking other styles, but that hasn’t
slowed her down at all, even today.
Rebecca hopes that her art inspires the community of York to perform or create art themselves. She feels
that everyone deserves to have something special in their lives and hopes that she gives them the courage
to pursue something that they might be afraid to try.
For her it’s all about helping her audience feel. They want to see a magical happy ending? Bam, she takes
them there. They want to cry and let it all out? Bam, she helps them build up the emotion and let it all go.
Rebecca is all about making her audience feel what they came there to feel, whether it’s while she’s
skating or acting.
Her advice to aspiring artists? “This may sound very cliché, but don't give up. Never give up. Try
different things, figure out what you are passionate about, what you love to do over everything else and
RUN. Don't let anyone hold you back. You may not figure out what your true passion is right away, give it
time, but once you find it never let go!”
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performing often in the Baltimore, Gettysburg, and Hanover areas, bringing their own hard rock,
alternative metal style and connecting with people on an emotional level. They have had their music
featured on 98 Rock’s Noise in the Basement out of Baltimore, MD and started off the first ever Operation
Rock Fest, in Fredericksburg, VA, where they opened for Pop Evil, Nonpoint, Saving Abel, Gemini
Syndrome and Like A Storm.
The band consists of vocalist Jack Gurecki, guitarists Mark Quinn and Michael Nelson and drummer
Caelan Gregory. These musicians live in the Gettysburg, Hanover and Taneytown, MD areas, and they
work, attend college or are college graduates. They practice individual instruments on their free time and
come together twice a week to collaborate on songs, practice set lists and record acoustic Ignite the Fire
session videos for their YouTube channel.
Breaking Benjamin, Shinedown, Alter Bridge and Black Stone Cherry are Ignite the Fire’s biggest
influences when they create their own music today. While all band members agree creating and performing
music is an emotional release, each band member was influenced to become involved in music differently
growing up.
As lead singer, Gurecki says he first got inspiration to write songs from the band HIM. “Back in the day, I
was into really dark stuff and it was my dream to write the perfect love song. So I just messed around with
my keyboard all throughout high school trying to make my dream a reality”. Finding his inspiration in
Slipknot and Shinedown, Gurecki says that their songs have a depth that not many artists can capture, and
he finds himself analyzing what makes their songs so great, trying to apply similar concepts to the way he
writes”.
Quinn began taking guitar lessons and learning cover songs when he was 13. “My teacher suggested that I
try writing something myself so I did and enjoyed doing that so I just kept doing that in order to find my
sound”, says Quinn. He says that he finds it fun and challenging to always try to advance in creativity.
Nelson grew up listening to Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd and Black Sabbath and remembers one time he
watched a live Led Zeppelin DVD; he was blown away and just really wanted to be on stage doing what
they were doing. Coming from a rough past, he credits music to saving his life.
Gregory has enjoyed writing stories and lyrics since he was a kid and began playing drums at 16. He was
influenced as a kid to love music through listening to his dad’s favorite rock CDs and by playing Guitar
Hero.
Ignite The Fire released a professionally mixed and recorded self-titled debut three song EP in 2013, which
included their first single, Voyeur along with “Second To None” and “Living the Lie”. In 2016, they will
be traveling to Nashville to record their next album.
A strong emphasis was made towards not only the musical aspect of writing, but the lyrical aspect as well.
Gregory says that “a wide array of themes are touched upon within the lyrics from “Voyeur’s” message of
overcoming addiction to “Second To None’s” push to fight for what you believe in”. Ignite the Fire is
inspired to make music because “as humans when you listen to a song you get an emotional connection”,
says Gregory. Gurecki adds that nothing is more fulfilling than capturing your own emotions in a song and
reminding yourself that you made something great. The band strives to reach out to others through their
lyrics and translate what others are feeling.
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